Perception of the impact of assistive devices on daily life of three individuals with quadriplegia.
This qualitative study investigated the perceptions of three men with spinal cord injuries regarding the impact of assistive devices on their daily lives. Data were collected through open-ended face-to-face interviews and observations in the participants' homes. Thematic analysis yielded three recurrent themes; "getting out,'' "what do I do with all this time,'' and "I found an easier way.'' Concerns relating to personal freedom, choices, independence, and feelings regarding usefulness and control over daily lives were evident as main issues underlying the three themes. Assistive devices perceived as "advantageous'' were simple, appropriate for use in the home, and easy to use in the home. Devices perceived as "complex'' were abandoned or modified.